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I write this to tell you, the peopie 1 feel

it necessary that you have some true kngoyl into my beilng -- other

than the lies which are printed in the news py saying that
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I was born here in New York City, twenty vears ago. I grew up in the Harlem

community and attended parochial elementary s namely Resurrection, and from

there went on to Cathedral High School for Girls. Growing up and living in the

typical black ghetto community, I clearly or sicknesses of

poverty embedded there among my people . We suffer dav to dav reaching out --

basically to find ourselves -- for we have been trapped into hunger, disease,
and complete destitution, which is so actively present in our lives. Having

loving and concerned parents, I am indeed lucky -- but there are many in Harlem

who have no one to turn to for help. Their world is blatant.
My ambition: to become a nurse. I thought I could sincerely help my people
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in this perspective, After graduating £rom cathedral in '67, I entered into
Bronx Community College .- majoring in nursing -- for a semester.

During this period, I felt that this was not enough. I needed and wanted
to be fully aware of myself and the changing world around -- a searching for
my people's true identity and their true roles in society. The need for us to

unite if we were ever to achieve any sort of power.

I first heard and read about the Black Panther Party in the summer of

1968 around August, right after the incident in Broo

memnbers of

York City policemen violently attacked

Having lived in Harlem all my life, I was aware of bad cops and police brutalit
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but this was more than I had ever dreamed of. [ wanted Lo Xnow everything possible
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sU L went to the office

about the Black Panther Party and it s

c nere they rele
on Seventh Avenue and met a few of the <* here taey related to me the

necessity for all oppressed people tO aware of the fagcigm which
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has crippled the people for centuries - 't Program and under-







