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win over the irrational evil enemies and errors of our age. Remember
we won’t do the naming but we will pick the winner. Let’s get to work
and do it. Shall we? Let’s find the new faith, the new compassion, the
new understanding, and yes, the new existential doubt, too, that will
send us on and give us the strength and the courage to do what needs to
be done. Let’s commit ourselves, deeply and completely, not to neurotic
security but to the survival of man on this earth.
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By LANGSTON HUGHES

African Question Mark

Don’t know why I,

Black,

Must still stand with my back
To the last frontier of fear

In my own land.

Don’t know why I now
Must turn into a

Mau Mau

And lift my hand
Against my fellow man

To live on my own land.

But it is so —
And being so,
All T know:
For you and me

There’s woe.



